These we publish with the rest of the case, as it appeared in the Medical Gazette.
T. P., setat. fifty, was admitted into the Middlesex Hospital, on the 4th of April: he had attempted to destroy himself by inflicting a deep wound on the fore part of the throat, between the os hyoides and the thyreoid cartilage. The epiglottis had been divided immediately above the thyreoid, so that the upper part of the arytaenoid cartilages was exposed. The breadth of the opening into the pharynx exceeded an inch; no large blood-vessel had been wounded. Fig. 1 ; in which S is the granulating inferior surface of the wound; P, the posterior surface of the pharynx; and T, the membrane covering the fore part of the arytaenoid cartilages.
The aperture of the glottis, under these circumstances, is seen to be considerably expanded and motionless. It does not, however, continue motionless if the patient become agitated, and the breathing disturbed: in the latter case, at each expiration, the aperture is considerably narrowed.
3. When the patient forcibly, and with an effort of straining, closes the glottis, the appearance of the parts is such as is represented in Fig. 2 Fig. 3 , the reader will find a front view of the upper and back part of a dissected larynx, shewn much in the same manner (through the division of the thyreoid,) as in the wound in the living patient; by which he may easily identify the appearances in the Figs. 1 and 2 with the parts
